
Publishing licensing information

For more information, visit our website at 
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk
or contact us:

Ordnance Survey 
Romsey Road 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SO16 4GU

Business Customer Enquiries: 023 8030 5030
Fax: 023 8079 2615
Welsh HelpLine: 08456 05 05 04
Textphone: 023 8079 2906
(Deaf and hard of hearing users only please)
Email: customerservices@ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Ordnance Survey, the OS Symbol, Landranger, MiniScale and OS are registered trademarks and Explorer 
is a trademark of Ordnance Survey, the national mapping agency of Great Britain.
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This leaflet gives general information on 
the use of Ordnance Survey mapping and 
should be read in conjunction with our 
publishing licence. Please see our website 
for further information.

This leaflet explains:
• How to use our material.
• How to apply for a licence.

Copyright
Ordnance Survey products are protected by  
© Crown copyright, which exists for 50 years from 
the end of the calendar year in which they are first 
published. Crown copyright is held by The Controller 
of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, who has passed 
responsibility for managing Crown copyright in 
Ordnance Survey material to our Director General. 
Our Director General is also responsible for deciding 
the terms and conditions for reproducing this material. 
We have invested a great deal in our products. 
Our copyright policy must protect this investment 
and make sure we get a fair financial return from 
anyone using our products; they therefore contain 
fingerprinting and coding protection techniques to 
enable us to identify publications that have used our 
mapping without permission.

Please note that when creating your own mapping 
in any form, that is paper, CD, DVD and so on, any 
reference to Ordnance Survey material in its creation 
is subject to Crown copyright and requires a licence. 
For example:
• tracing;
• referring to an Ordnance Survey map in order  
 to create your own; and
• photocopying or scanning.

How to use our material
Key licence terms
Your licence fee will be calculated on the amount 
of mapping that you use in your publication and 
the number of copies of the publication printed. 
Fees are payable in advance. The licence only 
covers the publication it is granted for and the print 
run specified. Separate permission is required for 
any reprints or new publications. Discounts may 
be available depending on the mapping content of 
your publication and the number of copies printed. 
The minimum licence fee is £47.50 plus VAT. We 
assess our licence fees depending on the type and 
the amount of mapping used, these are defined as 
'facsimile mapping' or 'redrawn mapping'. 

Facsimile mapping is a copy or reproduction 
of Ordnance Survey mapping that is the same 
or similar in style and appearance to Ordnance 
Survey mapping, albeit that some alterations or 
additions may have been made. Please note that 
size restrictions do apply on the use of facsimile 
mapping; for further information please read the 
terms and conditions on our website; alternatively, 
we can send you a printed copy.

Redrawn mapping means the use of mapping within 
a publication that has been redrawn or compiled 
with reference to Ordnance Survey maps but are 
not exact or facsimile copies and do not look like 
the Ordnance Survey maps. Redrawn mapping 
includes mapping that has been reproduced by 
another publisher from Ordnance Survey material, 
for example, Geographers’ A-Z Map Co Ltd, Estate 
Publications, Philips and so on.

If you wish to reproduce other publishers' mapping 
you must obtain permission from the relevant 
publisher as well as Ordnance Survey. Please note 
that both publishers are entitled to charge a licence 
fee. Some publishers collect the licence fee on our 
behalf, but if this applies you will be advised at the 
time of your request. 

Additional information
A7 –  Extracts of A7 or less may be reproduced 
free of charge in a paper publication subject to a 
limit of 1 000 copies for non-commercial purposes 
by private individuals only.

1:1 000 000 scale mapping – For publications 
that contain 'redrawn mapping' at a scale of  
1:1 000 000 or less, a licence fee may not be 
payable provided the mapping is sourced from  
1:1 000 000 scale Ordnance Survey mapping with a 
similar specification to Ordnance Survey’s MiniScale® 
dataset.

Academic and student research
A licence fee may not be payable for this type of 
request subject to certain conditions. Please refer 
to the Customer Contact Centre for further details.

Fair Dealing and copying 
You can make copies of Ordnance Survey mapping 
in accordance with the principle of 'fair dealing' set 
out in the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. 
These entitle you to make copies for the purpose 
of criticism, review, news reporting and research 
for a non-commercial purpose. If you make a copy 
for any other of these purposes you must, where 
possible, provide an acknowledgement in the 
following form: 'Reproduced by permission  
of Ordnance Survey on behalf of HMSO.  
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved.'  
It is your responsibility to ensure your activities 
comply with the relevant statutory provisions.  
Ordnance Survey will allow individuals to make up 
to four A4 copies for private study. Where further 
copies of these maps are required, permission 
should be sought from us and a charge maybe 
made if further permission given. 

Aerial photography
We calculate the licence fees for taking copies 
of our aerial photography in the same way as our 
other copyright material.

Scanning
Ordnance Survey will allow scanning of  
Ordnance Survey mapping where this is done to put 
a publication into the permitted form as stated in 

the publishing licence (that is paper, CD, DVD and so on) on which it 
is distributed. No scanning of any Ordnance Survey paper mapping 
shall be permitted where the same Ordnance Survey data is available 
in an electronic format. 

Out of copyright
You are permitted to copy Ordnance Survey mapping that is out of 
copyright but we ask that you contact us for confirmation that the 
mapping is over 50 years old; you will be given the acknowledgement 
to show on the reproductions.

Further details on the use of the above can be found in the terms and 
conditions of the publishing licence on our website. 

Reproduction charge
The table below shows the reproduction charge for the total map area 
reproduced in your publication. The unit charge is multiplied by the 
print run and any applicable discounts are applied when calculating the 
licence fee. Please note that the minimum licence fee is £47.50 plus VAT.

Examples of reproduction charge:
1. Reproduce an A4 extract of OS Landranger Mapping in a book 

with a print run of 5 000.
 9p per copy x 5 000 = £450.00 plus VAT
2. Reproduce an A3 extract of redrawn mapping on a CD-ROM 

with a print run of 1 250.
 5p per copy x 1 250 = £62.50 plus VAT
3. Reproduce an A5 extract of OS Explorer Mapping with a print 

run of 35 000.
 5p per copy x 35 000 – 10% discount  = £1575.00 plus VAT.

Discounts
1. The reproduction charges shown above will be subject to a 50% 

discount where the licensed mapping is less than 10% of the 
overall text and pictorial content of the publication.

2. The following volume discounts apply and will be calculated 
separately for each publication (or version of the publication) 
based on the number of copies printed:

 10% discount if you print between 10 000 and 49 999 copies.

 20% discount if you print between 50 000 and 99 999 copies.

 30% discount for 100 000 copies or more.

3. Registered charities are entitled to a 20% discount on our charges 
in addition to any other discount that may apply.

Supply and licensing of our products
Please note that the publishing licence is for persons who wish 
to reproduce a single publication that contains Ordnance Survey 
mapping that is distributed on paper, CD, DVD, PDF, TIFF or  
other 'read only' format. If you wish to acquire any  
Ordnance Survey mapping from Ordnance Survey for the production 
of your publication then this will be subject to another licence or 
contract with Ordnance Survey.

Illegal use of our mapping
Copying our maps or using our data without permission 
may constitute a criminal offence. If you do so you may 
be subject to legal action for copyright infringement and 
ordered to deliver to us or destroy all infringing copies as 
well as liable to pay damages and legal costs. We calculate 
our compensation in line with standard royalty charges 
applicable plus our costs.

If you need any more information please telephone the 
Protection and Enforcement team on  
023 8079 2732 or 023 7079 2040.

How to apply for a licence
An application form can be downloaded from our website 
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk, or we can send you 
a printed copy. This form should be completed and returned 
to Ordnance Survey. Please note that you cannot proceed 
until we have processed your application form and you have 
returned a signed copy of the licence.

Enquiries
If you would like more information 
please visit our website
www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Our helpline is open from 8.30 am to 
5.30 pm, Monday to Friday. Call us on  
08456 05 05 05 
for all general public enquiries.

For all business enquiries please call  
023 8030 5030
We also have a dedicated Welsh language helpline on 
08456 05 05 04
If you’re calling from outside Britain, please dial 
44 23 8079 2912 (International calls are charged at the standard rate)  
Textphone 
023 8079 2906 (Deaf and hard of hearing users only please)

For enquiries email us at the
following address:
customerservices@ordnancesurvey.co.uk

Drop us a line at the following address:
Customer Service Centre 
Ordnance Survey 
Romsey Road 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SO16 4GU

Send us a fax message on 
023 8079 2615
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